
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
January 28th, 2022 12:30 PM – 2:30 PM 

GoToWebinar 
Members Present: David Eisler, Tao Orion, Rob Zako, Maya Buchanan, Dr. M Jackson, Eloise Parish-
Mueller, Commissioner Joe Berney 

Members Absent: Sarah Altemus-Pope 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Cody Kleinsmith 

Introductions—Mark Nystrom opened the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
Action Item—the November Minutes were approved as written. 

- Motioned by: Dr. M Jackson 
- Seconded by: Tao Orion 
- Vote: 5 Aye’s 

 
Public Comment  
*Note* At the outset of the public comment period, Mark Nystrom presented on the recent 
presentation and discussion surrounding the Climate Action Plan Phase 2: Draft Community Greenhouse 
Gas Mitigation Plan. The purpose of this was to potentially get ahead of some of the questions and 
public comment to ensure CAC members were informed of the ongoing discussion. An updated draft 
version of the plan is to be presented in March including revisions to the areas of concern. 
 
Mike Allen:  
Liaison of the Parks Advisory Committee and president of the Oregon Elders for Climate and the 
Florence Climate Emergency. Thanked Mark for presenting at the Parks Advisory Committee, this 
spurred some conversations about EV charging, leaf blowers and urban forests. Mike then mentioned a 
climate event in Florence that Cody and Mark presented at, along with Beyond Toxics staff and others. 
Nearly 100 people total in person and virtually. 

- Response from Maya Buchanan: There is the short session of the legislature and SB1534 will 
have a goal for how much carbon will be sequestered and that has community based metrics.  

Lise Colgan:  
Resident of Cottage Grove and member of Climate Elders Oregon and Climate Action Cottage Grove. She 
discussed the presentation of the CAP and concerns regarding the Forestry subcommittee 
recommendations. She wants the recommendations to be more climate-action oriented. She also 
suggested increased support and goals for more electrification of fleet such as the school districits, LTD, 
and EWEB 

- Response from Dave Eisler: On the Forestry Subcommittee recommendations, there was 
nothing regulatory in those so that’s why there aren’t any teeth. We’re going to be looking at 
some of the carbon sequestration and the senate bill that will be coming out. We’ve only met a 
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few times over 6 months and we still have a lot of work we want to be doing, so maybe there 
will be more teeth later on. 

Max Wilbert:  
A rural Lane County resident who has been working on climate change issues for many years. He is 
concerned about the inputs of EVs and the trade-offs related to using them. He stated that there are 
major costs in the type of transition that Lane County is talking about, and it’s usually other people that 
will be paying those costs, not Lane County residents.  

- Response from Commissioner Joe Berney: I would beg to differ that we are one of the most 
progressive places in the country. 3 years ago Lane County staff weren’t even allowed to use the 
words climate change. This climate initiative would never have occurred back then. There are 
candidates in this next election that are there because of climate issues. With these actions, of 
course there are tradeoffs, but we’re moving forward and trying to do the best that we can by 
looking at new businesses and creating new technologies. 

 
2021 Workplan Review (see item posted in January meeting materials) 
Mark walked through the 2021 Workplan review 

- Response from Dave Eisler: We need to research and follow up on recommendations we have 
made as a group. There is a lack of clarity about what is getting forwarded to the Board of 
Commissioners.  

 
2022 Leadership and Vision Discussion (45 minutes) 1:20 PM 
Who is going to lead?  

- Dr. M Jackson volunteered to be chair. 
- Eloise Parish-Mueller volunteered to be vice-chair. 

Action Item: Confirm Dr. M Jackson as Chair and Eloise Parish-Mueller as Vice Chair 
- Motioned by: Rob Zako 
- Seconded by: Commissioner Joe Berney 
- Vote: 7 Aye’s 

 
Where is the CAC going to go? 

- There was a lengthy discussion on where the CAC should go as a group. These notes were 
captured and were used for the basis of the CAC 2022 Work Plan (see March Meeting 
Materials). 

Mark asked the CAC if they would like to invite some people to discuss natural gas use in Lane County at 
the next meeting and the CAC agreed. 
  
CAC Member Updates & Announcements  

- Update from Rob Zako: The CAC have talking about the regional transportation plan and 
Commissioner Berney was part of the MPC that adopted a plan. Everything Rob has heard from 
the public is that people have been underwhelmed so far. The plan contains good goals that 
support reducing GHG emissions, but it’s hard to see how they’re related. He has heard people 
refer to the plan as provisional and a work in progress and that it should be updated by the end 
of this year. 

- Update from Mark Nystrom: Lane County investigating a pilot program with EPUD to do a 
community solar program at Short Mountain. The landfill is close to EPUD’s transmission lines 
and have a closed cell there that can hold a small array available for EPUD district members. 



 
Lane County be the first Oregon landfill to do it, and the EPA is conducting a feasibility study on 
a new array out there as well. 
Lane County fleet is procuring new EVs as well as is looking at putting in new charging stations 
that will be available to the public across various facilities of ours throughout Lane County. 

 
Next Steps 
Presenting to the Board 

- Mark will be coordinating with our new Chair Dr. M Jackson and Vice Chair Eloise Parish-Mueller 
on the materials and scheduling of a presentation on March 15th. 

 
February Steering Committee and New Meeting times 
Mark will be in contact about the upcoming steering committee. In addition, we may be finding a better 
time that works for people and in the coming days. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM. 
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